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May 9, 2024 
 
 
Mr. Bryan Day       VIA EMAIL: bryan.day@portoflittlerock.com 
Little Rock Port Authority 
10600 Industrial Harbor Drive 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72206 
 
 
Re: Threatened & Endangered Species – Preliminary Effects Evaluation 

Little Rock Port Authority – Supersite, Little Rock, Arkansas 
ECCI Project # 4446-3023 

   
 
Dear Mr. Day: 
 
At your request, ECCI has conducted an evaluation of potential presence of threated and 
endangered (T&E) species regarding the proposed Little Rock Port Authority “Supersite” 
project, located generally south of Thibault Road and both east and west of a portion of Fraizer 
Pike Road in the Port of Little Rock area in southeast Little Rock, west of the Arkansas River in 
Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas (Enclosure 1, Figures) The project area is mapped on 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle Sweet Home, AR (7.5-minute 
series) (Enclosure 1, Figure 2). The legal description of the project area is generally: the Eastern 
½ of the Southeast ¼ of Section 28, Township 1 North, Range 11 West; the Southern ½ of 
Section 27, Township 1 North, Range 11 West; the Eastern ½ of Section 33, Township 1 North, 
Range 11 West; and the majority of Section 34, Township 1 North, Range 11 West. Approximate 
center coordinates for the project area are 34.675oN, -92.180oW (WGS 84). 
 
The proposed project has not been specified as of the writing of this T&E evaluation. It is 
generally assumed that the proposed use of the project area will include industrial and/or 
commercial development. For the purposes of this T&E evaluation it is assumed that the entire 
project site will be cleared, leveled, and developed for industrial/commercial uses. 
 
 
PROJECT AREA OVERVIEW 
 
The ~1,100 acre project area supports ten primary vegetative community types (based on, and 
described in more detail in, the March 30, 2023 Section 404 Delineation report prepared by FTN 
Associates): 

 Agricultural field herbaceous wetland community; 
 Agricultural herbaceous wetland swale/slough community; 
 Forested wetland swale/slough community; 
 Herbaceous wetland swale/drainageway community; 
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 Forested bottomlands wetland community; 
 Row-planted forested wetland community; 
 Inundated herbaceous wetland community; 
 Former borrow area wetland community; 
 Agricultural upland field community; 
 Row-planted upland forested community; 
 Forested upland community. 

 
In addition to onsite wetlands, the project area includes a number of other aquatic features 
including relatively permanent water (RPW) farm ditches, non-relatively permanent water (non-
RPW) ephemeral channels, and man-made open water ponds. 
 
The Federal Emergency Agency (FEMA) maps the majority of the project area as Zone X 
(shaded and unshaded). Other areas of the site are mapped as Zone AE floodplain and Zone AE 
Regulatory Floodway (Enclosure 1, Figure 4). 
 
Surrounding land use generally includes agricultural land, undeveloped forested land, residential 
property, industrial property, and the Arkansas River. 
 
  
POTENTIAL THREATENED & ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
ECCI has obtained a record of listed, candidate, and proposed T&E species that have potential to 
occur within the project area using the United Staes Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool. The species list, i.e., “IPaC Resource 
List” is provided in (Enclosure 2). Table 1 below lists the species identified by IPaC as 
potentially occurring within the project area. 
 

Table 1. Federally Listed Species that may occur within the project area (obtained from IPaC). 
Species Status 

Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) E 
Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) PE 

Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp.jamaicensis) T 
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) T 

Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa) T 
Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii) PT 

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) C 
E-Endangered; T-Threatened; PE-Proposed Endangered; PT-Proposed Threatened; C-Candidate 
 
The Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB) is a medium-sized (body length of 3 to 3.7 
inches/wingspan of 9-10 inches), dark to pale brown bat, with large ears relative to other bats in 
the genus Myotis. During the winter, this bat hibernates in karst habitats such as small 
cracks/crevices within caves or mines with constant temperatures, high humidity, and no air 
currents. During the summer months, this bat roosts, singly or in colonies, in forested areas that 
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possess living trees or snags with a DBH of ≥ 3 inches and features such as cavities, cracks, 
crevices, and exfoliating bark. The NLEB feeds on a variety of insects while flying, during and 
after dusk, primarily through the understory of forested areas. Select areas of suitable 
roosting/foraging habitat, i.e., forested areas, for the NLEB were observed within the project 
area. 
 
The Tricolored Bat is a small bat, weighing less than 0.4 ounce, with distinctive tricolored fur, 
i.e., dark brown at the base, a band of yellowish- to light- brown, and a narrow band of dark 
brown at the tip. During the winter, this bat enters caves and other underground sites, either 
singularly or in small colonies, where they enter a state of torpor. When not in caves or 
underground, these bats use a variety of habitats for roosting.  The Tricolored bat feeds on a 
variety of insects while flying after dusk. Select areas of suitable roosting/foraging habitat, i.e., 
forested areas, for the Tricolored bat were observed within the project area. 
 
The Eastern Black Rail is a small, secretive marsh bird that occurs as a vagrant in Arkansas, 
passing through the state only during seasonal migration. This bird is an opportunistic forager, 
feeding on aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates, as well as seeds. The primary habitat for the 
Eastern Black Rail is salt or brackish marshlands (although there have been occurrences in 
freshwater flooded grasslands). The project area does not provide suitable habitat for the species, 
i.e., brackish wetlands/marshes with herbaceous vegetation.  
 
The Piping Plover is a small shorebird that migrates seasonally through Arkansas. During 
migration, it could be found in almost any Arkansas county, but it remains for no more than a 
few days. The preferred habitat for this species is gravel/sand bars of major waterways. Although 
the Arkansas River is proximate to the project area and select places along the Arkansas River 
have suitable habitat for the Piping Plover, the project area does not provide suitable habitat for 
the species, i.e., gravel/sand bars. 
 
The Rufa Red Knot is a shorebird of uncommon but occasional occurrence in Arkansas during 
seasonal migration. It has exacting food preference, and Arkansas does not provide good sources 
of its preferred food items or habitat. Preferential habitat for this species during its seasonal 
migrations includes marine type habitats, e.g., sandy beaches, salt marshes, lagoons, etc. The 
project area does not provide suitable habitat for the species. 
 
The Alligator Snapping Turtle (AST) is a large turtle (weighing up to 200 pounds) covered in a 
rough/ridged shell. The AST has a sharply hooked beak from which it derives its name. Preferred 
habitat for this species is slow-moving rivers, lakes, and swamps with muddy bottoms and 
sufficient vegetative cover where they spend much of their time submerged and hidden while 
ambushing prey which includes fish, amphibians, small mammals, birds, and other turtles. 
Although not extensive, some aquatic features onsite have the possibility of providing 
appropriate habitat for the AST. 
 
The Monarch Butterfly is a distinctive butterfly with orange, black, and white coloration, having 
a wingspan up to 4 inches. This butterfly is known for its annual migration (involving multiple 
generations) of thousands of miles between North and Central America. Although found in a 
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variety of habitats such as meadows, fields, and gardens, this species is closely associated with 
the milkweed (Asclepias sp.) which serves as the Monarch’s exclusive host plant for feeding and 
breeding. Although the Monarch may use the project area as a stopover, the host plant, i.e., 
milkweed, of this species was not observed in the project area; therefore, the project area does 
not provide the habitat necessary for feeding or breeding for this species. 
 
PRELIMINARY EFFECTS DETERMINATION 
 
Based on observed onsite habitat and prior project experience, ECCI has developed preliminary 
effects determinations (Table 2) for each of the potential species. Please note that the 
determinations provided below are opinions and should not be considered formal until approved 
by a federal agency. 
 

Table 2. Preliminary Effects Determinations. 

Species (Common Name) Preliminary 
Determination Primary Rational for Determination 

Northern Long-eared Bat May Affect, Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect 

Possible use of the project area for 
foraging / lack of known 

hibernaculum or maternity roost 
sites near project area. 

Tricolored Bat May Affect, Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect 

Possible use of the project area for 
foraging / lack of known 

hibernaculum or maternity roost 
sites near project area. 

Eastern Black Rail No Effect Lack of suitable habitat within 
project area. 

Piping Plover No Effect Lack of suitable habitat within 
project area. 

Rufa Red Knot No Effect Lack of suitable habitat within 
project area. 

Alligator Snapping Turtle May Effect 

It is possible that the AST could be 
present in aquatic features onsite. 

Coordination with the USFWS is 
needed to determine likelihood and 

if a species survey is needed. 

Monarch Butterfly Not Applicable / No 
Effect 

The Monarch Butterfly is currently a 
Candidate, rather than a Threatened 
or Endangered Species. Host plant, 
i.e., milkweed, is not known to be 

onsite. 
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THREATENED & ENDANGERED SPECIES AUTHORITY 
 
The Endangered Species Act (ESA) prohibits “take” of a listed species. From Section 3(19) of 
the Federal Endangered Species Act: The term “take” means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, 
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct. The 
term “harm” has been defined as …an act which actually kills or injures wildlife. Such an act 
may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures 
wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering. 
 
The USFWS is tasked (along with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for 
marine species) with implementation and oversight of the ESA. The USFWS will only provide 
T&E species concurrence/non-concurrence effects determinations, i.e., “consultation”, for 
projects that require a federal permit, have federal funding, and/or are carried out by or at the 
direction of a federal agency (e.g., federal nexus). When a project has no federal nexus, the 
USFWS will only provide technical assistance. A USFWS technical assistance letter can only 
request or recommend, i.e., not require, that actions, studies, surveys, etc. be conducted related to 
a project that does not have a federal nexus.  
 
At this time, it is assumed that the project, following development of project plans, will have a 
federal nexus. Therefore, the USFWS is not being engaged for consultation or technical 
assistance at this time. Rather, this letter provides the opinions of ECCI regarding the potential 
for listed species to occur at the site and possibly be impacted by future development. In the 
event the project proceeds and does have a federal nexus, consultation with the USFWS will be 
advised by the lead federal agency. In the event the project proceeds and does not have a federal 
nexus, it is the recommendation of ECCI that the project proponent engage with the USFWS 
requesting technical assistance regarding potential impacts to T&E species. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
  
ECCI 

  
 

      
Jimmy Rogers 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
 
 
 
 



ENCLOSURE 1 
Figures  

Used from the March 2023 delineation report prepared by FTN Associates, Ltd.
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